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#slutwalknyc A documentary short  
by Therese Shechter

Screening History
Feb 8th, 2014: Athena Film Festival, New York, NY

October 13, 2013: World Premiere, Hampton’s International Film Festival, East Hampton, NY

Future screenings are in the planning stage and will be announced shortly.

Synopses
Log Line

Anti-rape activism, corsets and all: The 2011 SlutWalk march was one of the largest feminist actions in New 
York history, part of a huge, grassroots global movement. The short film #slutwalknyc reveals the march in all 
its empowering, shocking and controversial glory.

Short Synopsis
“Women should avoid dressing like sluts in order not to be victimized” 

This quote by a Toronto police officer galvanized two young feminists to create the first SlutWalk in early 
2011, unleashing a  global political movement. On October 1st, 2011, SlutWalk came to New York City, and 
filmmaker Therese Shechter was there with her camera to record the march. 

Often sensationalized and mis-characterized as a march demanding the right to dress like ‘sluts,’ its true 
aim was to shed the stereotypes and dangerous myths of rape–that a woman asks for or deserves it–and put 
the blame on those who perpetrate it.

One of the largest feminist actions in New York City, SlutWalk  was empowering to many–and controversial 
and exclusionary to many others. 
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Long Synopsis
SlutWalk was born in Toronto, where in January 2011 a group of York University students asked a repre-

sentative of the Toronto Police Department how keep themselves safe from sexual assault. His response 
of “women should avoid dressing like sluts in order not to be victimized” galvanized the young feminists of 
Toronto, and march co-founders Sonya Barnett and Heather Jarvis decided to use the word ‘slut’ as a crucial 
part of the name. They said:

“We are tired of being oppressed by slut-shaming; of being judged by our sexuality and feeling unsafe as a 
result. Being in charge of our sexual lives should not mean that we are opening ourselves to an expectation 
of violence, regardless if we participate in sex for pleasure or work. No one should equate enjoying sex with 
attracting sexual assault.”

Little did they realize they were about to unleash a new political movement that would spread all over the 
globe. Marches have been held from Delhi to Capetown, Seoul to Mexico City, and in cities all across the US. 
On October 1st, 2011, SlutWalk came to New York City, and fillmmaker Therese Shechter was there with her 
camera to record scene at the march. 

The short documentary #slutwalknyc takes place on that one afternoon, when the young feminist commu-
nity staged one of the largest feminist actions in New York City history. The documentary intercuts between 
marchers with their signs, flamboyantly dressed activists, and the noted feminist writers sharing their ideas 
about sexual violence, victim-blaming and rape culture. Several icons of young feminist thought are in the 
documentary, including Lena Chen, Jennifer Pozner, Sady Doyle, Nona Willis Aronowitz as well as  ‘Hester 
Prynne’ and other thoughtful marchers.

Sensationalized and mis-characterized as a movement demanding the right to dress like ‘sluts,’ the actual 
mission of Slutwalk was to shed the stereotypes and dangerous myths of rape–that a woman asks for or 
deserves it–and put the blame on those who perpetrate it.

Slutwalk NYC’s message was “no matter what women wear, no matter what they do for a living, no matter 
how they identify, no one has the right to touch them without their consent.” The vast majority of male and 
female marchers wore comfortable shoes and jeans–and many pushed strollers down the streets of New 
York.

SlutWalk became a worldwide grassroots movement challenging rape culture, victim-blaming and slut-
shaming, and working to end sexual and domestic violence. The name has been controversial, but the mis-
sion is a powerful one: to shed the stereotypes and myths of sexual assault, support a better understanding 
of why sexual assault happens, and put the blame where it belongs–on those who perpetrate it.

The movement received its share of valid criticism, primarily from women of color, who have accused 
SlutWalk of being exclusionary saying “As black women, we do not have the privilege or the space to call 
ourselves “slut” without validating the already historically entrenched ideology and recurring messages about 
what and who the Black woman is.” 

Organizers of SlutWalk New York City ultimately made the decision to withdraw from the movement because 
of the use of the word ‘slut’ in the name, feeling they could not create an intersectional and safe feminist 
community with what they considered was a privileged name. This was the only SlutWalk ever held in New 
York City. 
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Images

Therese Shechter, 
director/producer

Marchers at Slutwalk NYC, 2011

“Rape is caused by Rapists, not my 
clothes...”

Protester dressed as Hester Prynne

Spanish support from the sidewalks

*Click on the image below to get hi res jpgs
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Director’s Statement: Therese Shechter 
I first became interested in the SlutWalk movement because it spoke directly to one of the key themes of 

my current work: The ways in which women are shamed or punished for their sexual choices. This footage 
was originally shot for my feature documentary “How To Lose Your Virginity,” but there wasn’t a natural place 
for it, so it became its own short film. Here are a few of my thoughts about the issues of the film:

On Rape Culture
The SlutWalk movement addressed the persistent and dangerous idea that women ‘ask for it’ because of 

what they are wearing, where they are walking, how many sexual partners they’ve had, or even what kind of 
work they do. ‘Victim Blaming’ is one of the ways women’s bodies and choices continue to be policed by our 
society, and especially by men in positions of authority such as law enforcement, religion and politics. The 
reality of rape culture is that all too often women are told ‘not to get raped’ as opposed to teaching men not 
to rape and punishing those who do. 

We see this dynamic over and over again. In Steubenville, Ohio, the young men convicted of rape–as well 
as the bystanders–didn’t seem to understand that sexually assaulting an unconscious young woman inca-
pable of consent was rape; and initially this woman was shamed more than her rapists. In New Delhi, India, 
the perpetrators of a brutal rape on a private bus that lead to the victim’s death did not think they would be 
punished for their crimes. Even after their murder conviction, their lawyer called for the death of women who 
are raped, stating they were the shameful guilty party. The SlutWalk movement was a catalyst in bringing rape 
culture conversations out into the open, especially in places like India where they had never been discussed.

On Sensationalizing by Media
For me as a documentary filmmaker, one of the frustrating things about coverage of SlutWalks all over the 

world has been the media’s focus on the most elaborately undressed and risque marchers, leading people to 
believe the events are about demanding ‘the right to dress like a slut.’ Not only is that a false and sensation-
alized depiction of SlutWalks, any connection between rape and clothing is a myth. I want the audience to see 
the incredibly diversity of age, dress, gender presentation and race at SlutWalk NYC.

On Critiques by Women of Color
SlutWalk, like other activist movements, was not without its critiques, receiving rightful criticism from 

women of color and their allies. The word ‘slut,’ while empowering to many, did not acknowledge how race 
affects sexual violence. Proudly calling yourself a slut to claim sexual liberty is the privilege of white women; 
women of color, who fight against their historical depiction as hypersexual ‘Jezebels,’ don’t have this luxury. 

Tamura Lomax, PhD (founder of The Feminist Wire) expresses this well: “The African American ‘slut’ 
equivalent term is actually ‘ho,’ and I’m willing to bet that very few women or girls, if any at all, wish to reclaim 
‘ho’ in any real sense, although almost all would likely embrace the need and desire to express their sexual 
selves in as libratory a way as possible without the threat of harm or judgment.

“However, until SlutWalkers take seriously the histories and voices that are central to yet missing from 
some of these demonstrations, they will reap the rewards of large turnouts and media frenzy while simulta-
neously reproducing the exclusionary practices, whether intentional or not, of many of their white foremoth-
ers in the 1960s Women’s Movement.”

Overall, I feel the SlutWalk movement was a positive and catalyzing force. SlutWalk helped launch a com-
pletely grassroots global anti-rape movement. Also, critiques of the SlutWalk movement raised larger ques-
tions about ongoing issues for the feminist community, and pointed the way for further dialogue on race.
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Rape Culture: Facts & Resources 

Statistics
• 1 in 10 women aged 18-24, who had sex before age 20, report first experiences of sex as non-consensual.1

• 1 out of 6 American women have been victims of attempted or completed rape in their lifetime.  
     (14.8% completed rape; 2.8% attempted rape.)2

• 17.7 million American women have been victims of attempted or completed rape.3

• 9 of every 10 rape victims were female in 2003.4

• 7% of girls in grades 5-8 and 12% of girls in grades 9-12 said they had been sexually abused.5

By the numbers from “50 Actual Facts About Rape”

• Low estimate of the number of women, according to the Department of Justice, raped every year: 300,000

• High estimate of the number of women raped, according to the CDC: 1.3 million
• Percentage of rapes not reported: 54 percent
• A woman’s chance of being raped in the U.S.: 1 in 5
• Number of women in the US impregnated against their will each year in the U.S. as a result of rape: 32,000
• Number of states in which rapists can sue for custody and visitation: 31
• Chances that a woman’s body “shuts that whole thing down”: 0 in 3.2 billion
• Rank of U.S. in the world for rape: 13th
• A woman’s chance of being raped in college: 1 in 4 or 5
• Chances that a Native American woman in the U.S. will be raped: 1 in 3
• Percentage of women in Alaska who have suffered sexual assault: 37 percent
• Number of adult men accused of repeatedly gang raping 11-year-old girl in Texas: 14
• Quote in the New York Times regarding the rape: “They said she dressed older than her age.”
• Age of woman raped in Central Park in September, 2012: 73

A selection of articles about Rape Culture and Slutwalk *Click on stories to link 

A few organizations fighting against sexual violence *Click on orgs to link
Take Back the Night

RAINN | Rape, Abuse and Incest National Network

Stop Street Harassment

1 Centers for Disease Control & Prevention. 2 National Institute of Justice & Centers for Disease Control & Prevention., Prevalence, Incidence and Consequences of 
Violence Against Women Survey. 1998. 3 Ibid. 4 U.S. Department of Justice., 2003 National Crime Victimization Survey, 2003. 5 1998 Commonwealth Fund Survey of 
the Health of Adolescent Girls, 1998. 6 World Health Organization. 2002.

“50 Actual Facts About Rape”  
“A Rape a Minute, a Thousand Corpses a Year: Hate 
Crimes in America (and Elsewhere)”  
“Remember, ‘rape culture’ is just a myth”  

“SlutWalk NYC: Real Empowerment, Corsets and All“  
“An Open Letter from Black Women to the SlutWalk” 
“What to Wear to a Slutwalk” 
“Slutwalk: Why I Am Marching”
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Bio & Filmography

Therese Shechter is an award-winning documentary filmmaker, writer and activist 
whose films have screened on television, at film festivals and on college campuses all over the world. In  
fall 2013, three of her films screened in festivals in the US, Canada, Korea, Czech Republic, and India.

Shechter deftly fuses humor-spiked, personal narrative and grass roots activism to chronicle 21st-
century feminism, most recently as the writer and director of the upcoming documentary HOW TO LOSE 
YOUR VIRGINITY (2013). The footage which eventually became her short documentary #SLUTWALKNYC 
was originally shot for that film. HOW TO LOSE YOUR VIRGINITY has been broadcast on Israeli and Aus-
tralian television, with an upcoming screening at the Haifa (Israel) Cinematheque. Swedish and Brazilian 
television broadcast. A NY festival premiere and broadcast are scheduled for later this year.

She curates the film’s interactive companion, THE V-CARD DIARIES, a crowed-sourced story collection 
about ‘sexual debuts and deferrals’ recently on exhibit at The Kinsey Institute. Shechter was a panelist 
at Harvard University’s RETHINKING VIRGINITY conference as well as at New York University, and has 
spoken about virginity, feminism and sexuality in universities, museums and even cabarets.

Her work has been covered by The Huffington Post, Forbes, The Guardian, Bitch Magazine and The 
Jakarta Globe, among others, and she herself has written for the Chicago Tribune, Talking Points Memo, 
Women & Hollywood and Adios Barbie.

Shechter’s first feature documentary, the award-winning I WAS A TEENAGE FEMINIST (2005), has 
screened from Stockholm to Delhi to Rio and at Serbia’s first-ever Women’s Film Festival. Her short docu-
mentary HOW I LEARNED TO SPEAK TURKISH (2006) has screened in Germany, Turkey and the US, and 
won a Documentary Jury Prize at the Atlanta Film Festival. Prior to becoming a filmmaker, Therese was 
a visual editor at the Chicago Tribune, where she provided visual direction for two Pulitzer-Prize-winning 
projects.

Her production company Trixie Films is based in Brooklyn, and she tweets @trixiefilms. You can find her at 
trixiefilms.com and virginitymovie.com.

Filmography
(Writer/Director/Producer unless otherwise noted)

2013 HOW TO LOSE YOUR VIRGINITY   Documentary Feature

2013  #slutwalknyc      Documentary Short

2009  THE END     Narrative Short

2007  HOW I LEARNED TO SPEAK TURKISH   Documentary Short

2006  WOMANLY PERFECTION     Animated Short

2005  I WAS A TEENAGE FEMINIST    Documentary Feature

2001  QUESTIONING FAITH (Researcher)    Documentary Feature

2000  THE ADVENTURES OF ROCKY & BULLWINKLE Narrative Feature 
 (Post-production Coordinator)   


